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SCENARIO:

After a great night of singing at the Tisch, Friday night programming, and bonding on the walk home,
your house wakes up a little late on Shabbat morning. Everyone rushes to get ready, but by the time you
all get to shul it’s already 9:30. After stopping by the breakfast room to see if there’s any more donuts
left out, you enter Shul while the rest of the people are praying the Shemoneh Esrei (silent prayer
service, basically a one-on-one conversation with God).

You begin your Shmoneh Esrei and very quickly the Chazzan begins the public repetition. You realize that
very soon he’ll be getting to Kedusha, that point when everyone joins together to praise God using three
very important phrases:

ITIAD YOIXND 79 N nINAY n YITR WITR YT
Holy, holy, holy is Hashem, Lord of awesome armies; the whole world is full of His glory.
minan 'Y TR N
Blessed is the Glory of God from His place.
M7 AT AT ey Aty .07YYh N me
May Hashem reign forever - your God, O Zion - for each and every generation; praise Hashem

What should you do? Should you continue your own personal prayer, basically ignoring the public praise
of God? Should you stop reciting your own personal Tefilla and recite the phrases along with the rest of
the Shul, in which case you’ve interrupted your one-on-one audience with the King? Frozen by
indecision, you wait as the Chazzan gets closer and closer to the Kedusha...

WHAT DO YOU DO???
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1-The Gemara
NIIYD YnivY [XoN N DY2a 0MNIR [N XN N2 NIR KIN

The Chazzan recites: “Blessed is one who comes” (Psalms 118:26), and the congregation recites the rest
of the verse: “In the name of Hashem” (Psalms 118:26), in response. From here is the source of

the halacha that the halachic status of one who hears a passage recited is equivalent to that of one who
recites it, as the congregation fulfills its obligation even though the people not repeat the entire verse.
This is called Shomei’a (he who hears) K'Oneh (is as if he responded).

NIV X71 ynw NNKR K'YUOTE RNAY 'WNILERNDI901 XMDN N7 K 1NN N1y K71 YNy XaX 72 XN 20N N va
NX!

Based on this halacha, the Gemara relates that the Rabbis raised a dilemma to Rabbi Chiyya bar
Abba: If a person heard a passage recited and did not recite it himself, did he fulfill his obligation or
not? Rabbi Chiyya bar Abba said to them that the Sages, and the schoolteachers, and the heads of the
nation, and the speech-givers said: One who heard a passage recited and did not recite it

himself fulfilled his obligation.

2-Rashi’s Opl NION: (Rabbi Shiomo Yitzchaki, 1040-1105. Wrote commentaries on the written Torah (24
books of Tanach) and the Gemara, making these basic works accessible to the average everyday Jew)
[21VD [N N1 NAIDA IYNRY'T N79MA IPNY! XA 'R KD IR DYITR MNIXK 1AX NY7wEaxa '77onnY ol
NI7ITA NDYN 7V2 [IXA 'RTIN 20 TO DI N7ONY NTN' AYITIZN NINATYOIL

... And similarly, when praying with a Minyan and the Chazzan is saying Kedusha or Y’hei Shmei
Rabba...(May Hashem’s great reputation spread...), you should be quiet (pause your own prayer) and
pay attention to the Chazzan. This way, you’ll get credit as if you answered. When Kedusha is finished,
you can return to your own prayer. This is the opinion of Rabbi Yehudai Gaon.

3-Tosfot’s Opl nion: (A school dedicated to understanding the Talmud in a broad sense. Influential

members of this school include Rashi’s grandchildren and sons-in-law)
IN79N N709N IMYMW NN PNIY NN DX

In the case that Rashi is discussing, the person in the middle of davening who tries to use Shomei’a
K’Oneh (listening to the Chazzan to count as if he responded himself) will have interrupted his Shmoneh
Esreil

Applications:
1. I'mlistening to a friend make Hamotzi on Shabbat, and | realize that he spoke after finishing the
Bracha but before taking the bite - he needs to make a new Bracha on his bread! But do I?

2. I'mlistening to a friend make HaMotzi on Shabbat, and after he finishes his Bracha | turn to the
person next to me and make a random comment about how cold it is in the room. Do | need to
make a new Bracha on my bread?
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3. Dol need to stand while listening to the Chazzan for Shmoneh Esrei? Especially if I’'m planning
on using his Shmoneh Esrei...Also, do | take my own 3 steps back and forth when starting and
ending?

4. My friend is a Kohen who has never blessed the people on Yom Tov before, and he’s nervous
about doing it for the first time. Can he go up on the Bima (platform in front of the Shul) with
the other Kohanim and just listen to them do it? (Background info: One of the Halachot is that
the blessing must be made B’Kol Ram, in a loud voice).

5. There is a Halacha that Sefirat HaOmer (counting between Pesach and Shavuot) must be done
by every individual (rather than the Beit Din-Jewish court-counting for everyone, like what was
done by Shemitta). Can you use Shomeia K'Oneh, or is that considered having someone else
count for me?

6. Canllisten to a friend make the “Baruch Ata HaShem” part of a Bracha that he needs to make,
and then [ fill in the ending for a different Bracha that | need to make? For example, use the first
half of someone’s Bracha on reading the Torah for my Kiddush on Shabbat morning.

Why Do We Talk?

Megillat Kohelet, Chapter 3

A season is set for everything, a time for every experience under heaven...
U7 NYI Y7 DY TAXYT DY W27 NY

A time for seeking and a time for losing, A time for keeping and a time for discarding;
2T7 NYI NIYNTZ DY Aisny nyy by ny

A time for ripping and a time for sewing, A time for silence and a time to spea k;
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